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behind in, the organization of professional 
science. As Sir William- Huggins pointed 
out in his annual address, we are also far 
behind in the general diffusion of elementary 
scientific ideas. 

The catholicity of the Eoyal Society is dis- 
played by the fact mentioned by Lord Bay- 
leigh, that all the medals which can be given 
to foreigners have this year been awarded to 
men of science in other countries. Assuming, 
as we must, that this has not happened 
through any desire to favor foreigners unduly, 
the pleasure derived from contemplating the 
impartiality of the Eoyal Society must be 
tempered by the inevitable reflection that we 
can hardly be keeping pace at home with what 
is done abroad. Peculiar interest attaches 
in the circumstances of the moment to the 
presence among us of Professor Mendeleeff, 
whose brief leave of absence from official 
duties covers, we believe, no more than the 
time required to receive in person the Copley 
Medal awarded to him by the Eoyal Society. 
Though his own distinction as a chemist and 
as a man besides of wide and varied practical 
ability is a sufficient reason for the award, he 
modestly and rightly treated it as being also 
a testimony of sympathy with his country in 
her present trials. Official good-will is prop- 
erly expressed through the Eussian ambas- 
sador, who sat at the side of the president, 
but the sympathy of intellectual England with 
intellectual Eussia finds welcome expression 
in the honor decreed to Professor Mendeleeff. 
The dichotomy is sincerely regretted by the 
people of this country, who have no other 
desire with regard to Eussia than that she 
may speedily find a way to reconcile the best 
thought of her educated people with the spirit 
of her administration and the form of her 
institutions. — The London Times. 



THE MUSEUM ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA. 
In response to the invitation extended 
through the columns of Science and by circu- 
lar to those who might be supposed to be 
interested in the formation of a Museum Asso- 
ciation, analogous to that which exists in 
Great Britain and Ireland, numerous replies 



have been received, not only from all parts of 
the United States and Canada, but also from 
various South American countries, and the 
West Indian Islands. While it is not possible 
for some who reside at great distances from 
the city of New York to be present on May 
15, all who have written to the undersigned 
have expressed their sympathy with the move- 
ment, and their desire to be recorded as 
participating in the organization of the asso- 
ciation. How many delegates from the vari- 
ous museums of science and art will be present 
at the gathering in New York on May 15, it 
is impossible at this writing to state exactly, 
but that a large number of the museums of 
the country, both small and great, will be 
represented is certain. Many of those who 
intend to be present at the meeting have sig- 
nified their intention to present papers upon 
different phases of the activity of museums. 

It appears that the coming gathering will 
be one of interest, and the invitation to all 
those who are concerned in the work of mu- 
seums to participate in it is renewed. 

W. J. Holland, 
Director Carnegie Museum. 

Pittsburg, Pa., 
April 14, 1906. 



THE COLD SPRING BIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORY. 

The seventeenth session of the Biological 
Laboratory of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts 
and Sciences, located at Cold Spring Harbor, 
Long Island, will be held, beginning July 5 
and will continue for six weeks. Investi- 
gators may, however, be accommodated for a 
much longer period. The courses offered will 
include one in Field Zoology by Dr. 0. B. 
Davenport, of the Station for Experimental 
Evolution, Carnegie Institution, and Mr. H. 
E. Walter, of Harvard University; Bird 
Study, by Mrs. Walter; Comparative Anat- 
omy, by Dr. H. S. Pratt, of Haverford Col- 
lege; Invertebrate and General Embryology, 
by Professor H. E. Crampton, of Columbia 
University, and Professor W. J. Moenkhaus, 
of Indiana University; Animal Bionomics 
and Evolution, by Dr. Davenport; Crypto- 
gamic Botany, by Professor D. S. Johnson, 
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of Johns Hopkins University, and Mr. H. H. 
York, of Columbia University; Ecological 
Botany, by Dr. E. N. Transeau, of Alma 
College, and Microscopic Methods, by Mrs. 
Davenport. 

Among the improvements at the laboratory 
is a new fire-proof dormitory and dining hall, 
which is promised by the opening of the ses- 
sion. This building is a gift to the labora- 
tory by Mrs. E. G. Blackford as a memorial 
to Mr. Blackford, the first president of the 
board of managers of the laboratory. 

The laboratory fee, including all privileges, 
is $30. Board and room costs from $6 a week 
up. The investigations carried on at the 
laboratory deal principally with an analytical 
study of the bionomics of plants and animals 
of the harbor and surrounding country. 

Copies of the announcement may be ob- 
tained on application to the director, Dr. C. 
B. Davenport, Station for Experimental 
Evolution, Cold Spring Harbor, Long Island, 
N. Y. 

Mrs. E. G. Blackford has given to the Bio- 
logical Laboratory of the Brooklyn Institute 
of Arts and Sciences at Cold Spring Harbor, 
Long Island, a building in memory of her 
husband, who was the prime mover in the 
establishment of the scientific community at 
that place, which includes the Station for 
Experimental Evolution, Carnegie Institu- 
tion; The Biological Laboratory of the Brook- 
lyn Institute, and the New York State Fish 
Hatchery. Mr. Blackford was the first presi- 
dent of the board of managers of the biolog- 
ical laboratory, from 1888 until his death in 
December, 1904. The building, which will 
cost $10,000, will be furnished by Mr. Black- 
ford's daughters. The building will be con- 
structed of reenf orced concrete. The main 
floor contains an assembly room, 32x29 feet; 
a dining room, 32x49 feet, and a kitchen 
and pantry, 20x36 feet. The dining room 
and the adjoining veranda, 18x28 feet, com- 
mand a fine view of the harbor. The second 
and third floors will be devoted to dormitory 
purposes. 



TESTIMONIAL TO DR. J. BRIQUET. 

In view of the great services rendered by 
Dr. J. Briquet during the International Bo- 
tanical Congress of Vienna in questions of 
nomenclature, a number of members of the 
congress decided to organize an international 
demonstration in his honor, and a committee 
consisting of the following members was 
formed.: Messrs. ST. L. Britton, T. Durand, A. 
Engler, Oh. Elahault, J. W. C. Goethart, H. 
Harms, H. Hua, C. F. O. Nordstedt, E. Perrot, 
D. Prain, C. Schroter, O. Stapf, W. Trelease, 
H. M. Ward, E. Warming^ K. v. Wettstein and 
J. N. Wille. 

A circular letter issued by the foregoing 
body resulted in the subscription of a sum 
amounting to 2,615 kronen, from the follow- 
ing sources : 

Kronen. 

Belgium (by T. Durand) 94 

British East Indies (by D. Prain) 54 

Denmark (by E. Warming) 102 

Germany (by A. Engler and H. Harms) .... 372 

Prance (by Ch. Plahault and H. Hua) 534 

Great Britain (by O. Stapf) 203 

Italy (O. Mattirolo) i 10 

Holland (by J. W. C. Goethart) 60 

Norway (by J. N. Wille) 40 

Austria and Hungary (by R. v. Wettstein) . . 397 

Russia (by A. de Jaczewski) 63 

Sweden (by C. P. O. Nordstedt) 41 

Switzerland (by C. SchrSter and E. Burnat) . 242 
United States of America (by N. L. Britton 

and W. Trelease) 403 

Total 2^615 

The funds thus obtained were devoted to 
the purchase of a gold watch with congratu- 
latory inscription in addition to a cheque for 
2,000 francs for the furtherance of Dr. 
Briquet's scientific work and an illuminated 
address, as a grateful recognition of his labors 
on behalf of botanists. 

The presentation afforded the occasion for a 
friendly gathering in Geneva on January 13, 
1906, arranged by MM. E. Burnat and P. 
Chenevard; Mr. C. Schroter made the pre- 
sentation in the name of the committee. 



JAMES MILLS PEIROE. 
The Faculty of Arts and Sciences of Har- 
vard University has adopted the following 



